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aptly Sheffield's general observation : "In the
midst of all his Rernissness, so industrious and
indefatigable upon some particular Occasions,
that no Man would either toil longer, or be able
to manage better."

The reorganisation of the navy was but one of
the many " Herculean Toils " in which he found
himself caught.    On it depended not only the
safety, but also the prosperity,  of his subjects.
The second Dutch War, waged, like the first, in
the cause of trade, against what was then the fore-
most mercantile power in Europe, was a vindica-
tion of the rights of English ships and English
merchants to sail unmolested on the seas and to
share in the wealth of foreign markets.    But it
was a costly enterprise, and, as it proceeded, the
task of collecting sufficient money and material
for the maintenance of the fleet became increas-
ingly difficult,  and the abuses we have noted
began to reappear.   The press-gang haunted the
poorer quarters of the town, exercising its cruel
power.     " I  never  did  see/3   says   one,   whose
business it was to enforce it, " such natural ex-
pression of passion as in some women's bewailing
themselves, and running to every parcel of men
that were brought, one after another, to look for
their husbands, and wept over every vessel that
went off, thinking they might be there, and looking